
	
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Project Leader 
 
We are looking for a Project Leader to join our team in Donsol, Sorsogon, studying whale shark 
ecology and the effects of tourism. This position requires the ability to connect with our 
volunteers and make them feel comfortable and part of the team. We rely heavily on our 
volunteers’ work. For this reason, ensuring the general well-being of our volunteers and the 
general integrity of the data they collect makes the position of project leader very important for 
the organization. This position is ideal for someone interested in project and volunteer 
management, gaining experience on fieldwork management and planning, and establishing ties 
for conservation work. Being immersed within the community is one of the biggest joys of our 
work, and vital as we rely upon them to conduct our research, yet it is essential that a level of 
professionalism is maintained whilst being able to share and enjoy the local culture with them.  
 
The project leader will supervise research operations and everyday data collection. You will be 
responsible for: 

• Over seeing and organizing data collection, entry, and validation, including managing 
and checking whale shark ID photos 

• Creating volunteer work schedules (in-water and land sessions) 
• Versatility in work expectation to manage changes in local management, and project 

priorities 
• Volunteer training for research techniques (on board vessel, and in-water protocols) 

 
The project leader will also oversee the day-to-day management of our volunteers. You will be 
responsible for: 

• Managing the volunteer house including cleaning and cooking schedules 
• Managing house finances (bills, supplies, etc.) 
• Volunteer orientation for house duties, Donsol project and local whale shark population 

presentations, and site orientation. 
• Collaborating and coordinating with the WWF-Philippines team in Donsol, and 

maintaining good relations with the local community at large 
 
Requirements: 
 

- Female 
- Filipino 
- Degree in marine sciences, biology, or relevant field and/or relevant experience (e.g. 

working with other conservation NGOs) 
- Strong passion for marine conservation 
- Highly organized 
- Ability to work well in a team 
- Experience living in the tropics/minimal conditions/simple amenities 
- Previous volunteer coordinator/project leader experience would be a plus 
- Very comfortable in the water & freedive capability to 7-10m 



	
- Commitment for minimum 7 months 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What’s in it for you? 
 
This is an excellent opportunity for someone who wishes to get experience in marine 
conservation working with an NGO. We are looking for people who can contribute their 
enthusiasm and ideas as we expand our teams and projects. This position will provide you with 
the chance to improve multiple important skills, including management, planning, and 
organizing, as well as the opportunity to learn new things like freediving and novel research 
methods. You will work with a diverse team of scientists, educators, filmmakers, and 
professionals from various fields, who are aspiring to make a positive conservation contribution 
through scientific research and education. This includes other LAMAVE staff members, local 
and international people. Once settled into the role and if time permits, there may be a potential 
to contribute to further research. You will also have the opportunity to live in an incredible 
region of the Philippines, with excellent opportunities for diving, snorkelling and general 
adventuring! 
 
What’s provided? 
A competitive salary based on experience will be offered once training has been completed. We 
will provide accommodation in a shared volunteer house, food, training in whale shark research 
methods, project t-shirts, and cover other project-associated costs. You will be responsible for 
covering your own travel costs to Oslob and then to Donsol, and any additional personal 
expenditure (e.g. Days off, snacks, beverages, etc.). 
 
 


